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Executive Order 13423
Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management

The President Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation
Management

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and to strengthen the environmental, energy, and
transportation management of Federal agencies, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the United States that Federal agencies conduct their
environmental, transportation, and energy-related activities under the law in support of
their respective missions in an environmentally, economically and fiscally sound,
integrated, continuously improving, efficient, and sustainable manner.

Sec. 2. Goals for Agencies. In implementing the policy set forth in section 1 of this
order, the head of each agency shall:

(a) improve energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions of the agency,
through reduction of energy intensity by (i) 3 percent annually through the end of fiscal
year 2015, or (ii) 30 percent by the end of fiscal year 2015, relative to the baseline of the
agency’s energy use in fiscal year 2003;

(b) ensure that (i) at least half of the statutorily required renewable energy consumed by
the agency in a fiscal year comes from new renewable sources, and (ii) to the extent
feasible, the agency implements renewable energy generation projects on agency
property for agency use;

(c) beginning in FY 2008, reduce water consumption intensity, relative to the baseline of
the agency’s water consumption in fiscal year 2007, through life-cycle cost-effective
measures by 2 percent annually through the end of fiscal year 2015 or 16 percent by
the end of fiscal year 2015;

(d) require in agency acquisitions of goods and services (i) use of sustainable
environmental practices, including acquisition of biobased, environmentally preferable,
energy-efficient, water-efficient, and recycled-content products, and (ii) use of paper of
at least 30 percent post-consumer fiber content;
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(e) ensure that the agency (i) reduces the quantity of toxic and hazardous chemicals
and materials acquired, used, or disposed of by the agency, (ii) increases diversion of
solid waste as appropriate, and (iii) maintains cost-effective waste prevention and
recycling programs in its facilities;

(f) ensure that (i) new construction and major renovation of agency buildings comply
with the Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable
Buildings set forth in the Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable
Buildings Memorandum of Understanding (2006), and (ii) 15 percent of the existing
Federal capital asset building inventory of the agency as of the end of fiscal year 2015
incorporates the sustainable practices in the Guiding Principles;

(9) ensure that, if the agency operates a fleet of at least 20 motor vehicles, the agency,
relative to agency baselines for fiscal year 2005, (i) reduces the fleet’s total
consumption of petroleum products by 2 percent annually through the end of fiscal year
2015, (ii) increases the total fuel consumption that is non-petroleum-based by 10
percent annually, and (iii) uses plug-in hybrid (PIH) vehicles when PIH vehicles are
commercially available at a cost reasonably comparable, on the basis of life-cycle cost,
to non-PIH vehicles; and

(h) ensure that the agency (i) when acquiring an electronic product to meet its
requirements, meets at least 95 percent of those requirements with an Electronic
Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT)-registered electronic product, unless
there is no EPEAT standard for such product,

(ii) enables the Energy Star feature on agency computers and monitors,

(iif) establishes and implements policies to extend the useful life of agency electronic
equipment, and (iv) uses environmentally sound practices with respect to disposition of
agency electronic equipment that has reached the end of its useful life.

U.S. General Services Administration. (2007). Executive Order 13423: Strengthening
Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management.
http://www.gsa.gov/Portal/gsa/ep/contentView.do?contentType=GSA_BASIC&contentld
=22395 2010
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Executive Order 13423

Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and
Transportation Management

The President Strengthening Federal Environmental,
Energy, and Transportation Management

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, and to strengthen the environmental,
energy, and transportation management of Federal
agencies, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the United States
that Federal agencies conduct their environmental,
transportation, and energy-related activities under the
law in support of their respective missions in an
environmentally, economically and fiscally sound,
integrated, continuously improving, efficient, and
sustainable manner.

Sec. 2. Goals for Agencies. In implementing the policy
set forth in section 1 of this order, the head of each
agency shall:

(a) improve energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions of the agency, through reduction of
energy intensity by (i) 3 percent annually through the
end of fiscal year 2015, or (ii) 30 percent by the end of
fiscal year 2015, relative to the baseline of the
agency’s energy use in fiscal year 2003;

(b) ensure that (i) at least half of the statutorily
required renewable energy consumed by the agency
in a fiscal year comes from new renewable sources,
and (ii) to the extent feasible, the agency implements
renewable energy generation projects on agency
property for agency use;

(c) beginning in FY 2008, reduce water consumption
intensity, relative to the baseline of the agency’s water
consumption in fiscal year 2007, through life-cycle
cost-effective measures by 2 percent annually through
the end of fiscal year 2015 or 16 percent by the end
of fiscal year 2015;
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2.
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Teacher introduces the text with minimal
commentary and students read it independently.
Teacher then reads passage aloud. Give a brief
definition to words students would likely not be
able to define from context (underlined in text).
Teacher guides the students through a series of
text-dependent questions. Complete the
performance task as a cumulative evaluation of
the close-reading.

Text-Dependent Questions

Who signed Executive Order 134237

Paraphrase Section 1 and describe the
policy of federal agencies.

How does the word “sustainable” relate
to this order?

Name at least two duties of the heads of
the agencies.

For questions 5-12, quote directly or provide
evidence from the text for each of your answers.

What does this article say about energy
efficiency and greenhouse gas
emissions?

What does the order say about
renewable power? Use evidence from
the text.

What reductions are mandated for water
conservation purposes?

What are agencies to do in the area of
procurement of services and supplies?

How does the article address pollution
prevention?

Paraphrase section (f) as it relates to
building performance.
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(d) require in agency acquisitions of goods and
services (i) use of sustainable environmental
practices, including acquisition of biobased,
environmentally preferable, energy-efficient, water-
efficient, and recycled-content products, and (ii) use of
paper of at least 30 percent post-consumer fiber
content;

(e) ensure that the agency (i) reduces the quantity of
toxic and hazardous chemicals and materials
acquired, used, or disposed of by the agency, (ii)
increases diversion of solid waste as appropriate, and
(iii) maintains cost-effective waste prevention and
recycling programs in its facilities;

(f) ensure that (i) new construction and major
renovation of agency buildings comply with the
Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High
Performance and Sustainable Buildings set forth in
the Federal Leadership in High Performance and
Sustainable Buildings Memorandum of Understanding
(2006), and (ii) 15 percent of the existing Federal
capital asset building inventory of the agency as of the
end of fiscal year 2015 incorporates the sustainable
practices in the Guiding Principles;

(g) ensure that, if the agency operates a fleet of at
least 20 motor vehicles, the agency, relative to
agency baselines for fiscal year 2005, (i) reduces the
fleet’s total consumption of petroleum products by 2
percent annually through the end of fiscal year 2015,
(i) increases the total fuel consumption that is non-
petroleum-based by 10 percent annually, and (iii)
uses plug-in hybrid (PIH) vehicles when PIH vehicles
are commercially available at a cost reasonably
comparable, on the basis of life-cycle cost, to non-PIH
vehicles; and

(h) ensure that the agency (i) when acquiring an
electronic product to meet its requirements, meets at
least 95 percent of those requirements with an
Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-registered electronic product, unless there is
no EPEAT standard for such product,

(ii) enables the Energy Star feature on agency
computers and monitors,

(iii) establishes and implements policies to extend the
useful life of agency electronic equipment, and (iv)

LEARN MORE.

EARN MORE.

11. What does this passage say about the
use of vehicles?

12. How are agencies to support electronics
management?

Performance Tasks for Informational Texts
Explain how this document will lead its readers
to support of their respective missions in an
environmentally, economically and fiscally
sound, integrated, continuously improving,
efficient, and sustainable manner. Use
information from the text. [RH.11-12.1]
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uses environmentally sound practices with respect to
disposition of agency electronic equipment that has
reached the end of its useful life.

U.S. General Services Administration. (2007).
Executive Order 13423: Strengthening Federal
Environmental, Energy, and Transportation
Management.
http://www.gsa.gov/Portal/gsa/ep/content
View.do?contentType=GSA_BASIC&contentld=22395
2010
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